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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HACKLEY HOSPITAL ACHIEVES
NATIONAL CHEST PAIN CENTER ACCREDITATION

MUSKEGON, MI, November 17, 2005 -- The Society of Chest Pain Centers (SCPC)
designated Hackley Hospital as an Accredited Chest Pain Center.  Hackley received full
accreditation status from the national Accreditation Review Committee following an on-
site visit.  Hackley is the 5th accredited Chest Pain Center in Michigan, the only hospital
on the western shoreline, and 163rd in the nation.

Heart attacks are the leading cause of death in the United States, with 600,000
dying annually of heart disease.  More than five million Americans visit hospitals each
year with chest pain and Hackley Hospital Emergency Department sees more than
4,500 patients with chest pain each year.

“The expertise of our committee of physicians and nurses and the dedicated efforts
they put into place helped us meet national standards in the efficient treatment and
management of patients,” says David Aslakson, RN, Cardiovascular and Chest Pain
Coordinator.  “National experts in the accreditation process evaluated and validated that
we provide optimal patient care to meet these standards,” he continued.

The Chest Pain Centerʼs protocol driven and systematic approach to patient
management allows physicians to reduce treatment time during the critical early stages
of a heart attack, when treatments are most effective, and to better monitor patients
when it is not clear whether they are having a coronary event.  Such observation helps
ensure that a patient is neither sent home too early nor needlessly admitted.

Hackleyʼs multi-disciplinary committee of physicians and nurses worked to identify
and implement process improvements and within six months applied to the SCPC.
“This is important for the patient outcomes given that we identify and treat them in the
most efficient time,” says Dr. Robert Hoogstra, Hackley Hospital Emergency Center.
“Weʼre constantly looking at processes to give them the most effective treatment,” he
continued.

(more)

MIKE BRAID RECEIVES
“DISTINGUISHED ATHLETIC TRAINER” AWARD

 Muskegon, MI, May 17, 2006 –Hackley Hospital Sports Medicine Coordinator, Mike Braid 
has received the “2006 Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award” in recognition of his exceptional and 
unique contributions to the profession of athletic training. He is one of two individuals to receive 
this prestigious award from the Michigan Athletic Trainers Society. Braid, a certified athletic 
trainer, leads the Athletic Training and Community Outreach Program at Hackley Hospital.  

Most recently, Braid introduced the new Sportsmetric program to the region -- the 
first and only training program proven to decrease knee injuries in female athletes.  This six-
week program consists of a sports injury test to evaluate strength, function, flexibility and body 
mechanics and also warm-up, jump drills, strength training and flexibility exercises.  The program 
is being used with athletic teams at area high schools.

 As a volunteer, he has demonstrated active participation in the education and 
advancement of athletic training and sports medicine throughout the State of Michigan.  Braid is 
an instructor in the Athletic Trainer Education Program at Grand Valley State University and is 
the Athletic Trainer for its Laker football program.  Previously, he was the athletic trainer oft the 
U.S. Men’s National Volleyball team at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia.  He holds 
a Master of Science Degree from Northern Illinois University and has been with Hackley Hospital 
for twelve years.

Founded in 1902, Hackley Hospital is an acute care, community not-for-profit hospital providing a 
wide array of medical services including the lakeshore’s only comprehensive Cancer Center, a renowned 
Emergency Department, an inpatient Psychiatric Unit and Muskegon’s largest Occupational Health Center.  
Hackley Hospital is a member of the Hackley Health System which consists of the region’s largest Primary 
Care network, Visiting Nurse Services and Hospice, Hackley Lakeshore Hospital of Shelby, Child & Family 
Services, Hackley Pharmacies, Hackley Healthcare Equipment, Hackley Health Management, Hackley 
Hearing Center and Hackley Orthotics and Prosthetics.
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